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PROTECTING ANIMALS  PROTECTING ANIMALS  
IN SA FOR IN SA FOR 146 YEARS146 YEARS
Our mission is to prevent cruelty to animals by actively promoting 
their care and protection. 

Inspectorate
Our inspectors received 

4398 cruelty reports. 

Animal Care
We opened our doors to 

8366 animals.

Education
237 South Australian 
schools signed up to  
our AWARE program. 

Advocacy
We continued to 

advocate for improved 
animal welfare laws 

and policies. 

Animal Rescue
Our rescue officers 
responded to 1851 

ambulance call outs.

Prosecution
Our legal team finalised 
15 prosecution cases.

The clarion call to preserve wildlife 
and their habitats grows ever louder, 
amplified by one of the worst wildlife 
disasters in modern history – the 
2020 bushfires. Nearly three billion 
native Australian animals died or were 
displaced.

For decades, RSPCA South Australia 
has partnered with volunteer rescue 
organisations to rescue and care for 
wildlife, such as this orphaned joey 
being bottle-fed by our Whyalla shelter 
manager, Andre Sliedrecht. Like so 
many, his mother was killed on the 
road.

The co-existence of people and wildlife 
is a constant struggle as habitats shrink 
to accommodate agricultural and 
urban developments. Every one of us 
can play a part in helping our wildlife 
survive, such as keeping our cats 
contained to our properties, putting 
water out on hot days, planting native 
species that wildlife like to eat and 
shelter in, installing nesting boxes and 
avoiding driving through wildlife-rich 
areas at dawn and dusk, when native 
animals are most often on the move.
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Volunteers
2194 volunteers 
supported our 

operations. 



While there is still so much to achieve in 
animal welfare, in FY21 RSPCA South Australia 
managed to deliver some magnificent outcomes 
for animals in SA. First and foremost was our 
continued raising of the benchmark for the 
number of animals whose lives we save. During 
the year we provided care for 8,847 animals, 
reunited 1,087 of them with their owners, and 
achieved a record 5,360 adoptions into new 
homes. Together with our affiliated rehoming 
groups, this resulted in a live release rate over the 
year of 88.4%, by far the highest in our history 
and a far cry from only ten years ago, when 
sadly half the animals we received were being 
euthanised.  

This outcome of nine out of every ten animals 
finding homes has not, however, resulted from 
simply wanting to achieve it. It has required 
significant investment in rehabilitating our 
animals to make them suitable for rehoming in 
the community. Ten years ago we had just one 
vet, whereas now we have a vet team of 13 
staff. We also now have qualified and specialist 
animal behavioural staff. And importantly, thanks 
to our all-important volunteers, we have so many 
more carers helping our animals recover from 
health and behavioural issues.

Contributing to this result has also been our 
move towards community-based foster care as 
our primary model of animal care. All our animals 
receive high standards of care and attention 
within our three shelters, but dogs and cats 
are companion animals and a domestic home 
environment is just so much better for their 
psychological wellbeing. With well over 60% 
of our animals being cared for in loving foster 
homes until they are ready for adoption, we 
now have fewer animals developing behavioural 
issues as a consequence of anxiety from living in 
the shelter environment.

Of course, we will still always need some facilities 
to care for animals. A hospital for those that 
need ongoing daily veterinary care. An adoption 
centre where people can meet our animals so 
they can find new forever homes. And sadly, 

some enclosures for those animals that are 
simply not suitable or safe to be housed in the 
community. Unfortunately, our Lonsdale and 
Whyalla shelters are both well past their use-by 
dates and are in need of urgent redevelopment 
to ensure that we can provide best-practice 
animal care. Although state-of-the-art when 
built in the 1970s, Lonsdale does not reflect 
contemporary animal science and in FY22 we 
will be commencing development of new animal 
care centres in both Adelaide and Whyalla. This 
will require a capital fundraising effort as the 
Society’s available reserves will not be sufficient 
to build what is deemed necessary and future-
proof.

Another key achievement for RSPCA South 
Australia in FY21 has been a return to financial 
sustainability. We have reported an operational 
surplus of $675K after bequests. This means 
that we are now sized and structured as an 
organisation in alignment with our consistent 
income levels. The underlying operational losses 
of the past decade have been corrected, which 
provides the essential confidence to construct 
the two new animal care centres in FY22. Most 
pleasingly, we achieved this position of financial 
sustainability through efficiency improvements 
that have enabled us to increase the number of 
animals we cared for during the year.  

However, for an organisation that is reliant on 
the community for 84% of our income, the 
challenge to remain financially sustainable is 
ever-present. As a charity, we continually seek 
ways to minimise the amount of funding used 
for administration and to maximise what is 
allocated to our mission work. The growing 
number of compliance requirements placed 
on organisations is making this difficult.  Our 
supporters rightfully expect RSPCA to comply 
with the highest standards of governance 
and professionalism, but this increasingly 
absorbs more resources and funding. Staff 
time and IT systems supporting accounting, 
risk management, workplace health and safety, 
workers’ compensation, policy development, 
communications, fundraising, cyber security and 
governance are all, by necessity, growing. Our 
challenge – which is shared by all nine State 
RSPCA societies in Australia – is to ensure that 
resources are efficiently allocated while achieving 
full compliance.  

In FY21, despite some staffing challenges, 

our Inspectorate investigated 4,398 reports, 
the highest number since FY16 and despite 
significant COVID delays to the court system, 
we successfully prosecuted 15 cases. Since 
the Animal Welfare Act was introduced in 
1985, RSPCA South Australia has prosecuted 
1,160 cases of cruelty, and has not lost a case 
in a decade. This remarkable record points 
to the quality of our investigations and legal 
work. However, as society in general and 
defendants in particular become more litigious, 
the workload associated with undertaking the 
detailed investigations needed to support a 
successful prosecution, and with preparing more 
comprehensive legal briefs, is challenging with 
only seven inspectors covering the entire State 
24/7. It continues to be a significant concern 
that RSPCA provides an efficient service to 
government enforcing the State’s legislation, 
but is only reimbursed for 50% of the total 
cost. The financial strain that places on RSPCA 
is significant, and we continue to seek full 
cost recovery for services provided to the State 
Government.  

The limited reimbursement also means that our 
enforcement of the Act is not sufficient in some 
areas, especially commercial livestock. While 
the bulk of the agricultural sector complies with 
standards required under the Act, more needs 
to be done about those who do not, and this 
enforcement requires additional resourcing. In 
the interests of animal welfare and consumer 
confidence, both the enforcement of existing 
laws governing animal production industries 
and RSPCA’s continual advocacy to improve 
welfare standards are vital.  

While we have seen very pleasing progress in 
many areas of our operations, this cannot be 
said for improvements in the animal welfare 
legislative framework in South Australia. When 
the Animal Welfare Act was introduced in 
1985 it was progressive and a leading piece of 
legislation in South Australia, but despite some 
reviews, nearly forty years later it is deficient in 
many areas, and lags behind the legislation of 
most other States of Australia.  

This poor status extends beyond the Animal 
Welfare Act. South Australia needs urgent 
action to improve our cat management 
legislation under the Dog and Cat Management 
Act. Our legislation governing dog and cat 
breeders is also markedly deficient, leading to 

the migration of sub-standard operators escaping 
the higher standards required interstate.  

In FY21 it was extremely disappointing to see 
Parliament not support legislation improving access 
to rental accommodation for pet owners. This is a 
major reason for animal surrenders to RSPCA and 
causes real and understandable anguish to families 
forced into this position.  Changes to interstate 
legislation have proven that it is possible to avoid 
this distress to families and animals without 
disadvantaging rental property owners, and we 
urgently need that legislative change in our State.  

In concluding, on behalf of the animals of South 
Australia we do sincerely thank our 120,000 
supporters, 2,194 volunteers and 130 staff, all of 
whom make it possible to care for the animals we 
receive.

PRESIDENTPRESIDENT&&          
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THE BOARDTHE BOARD

Rob DiMonte
President

Business strategy

Susan Hazel

Paul Hutchinson
Finance

Veterinary

Marcus Gehrig
Fundraising

Leanna Read
Science

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2021

Andrew Carter
Veterinary

Kate Gray
Commercial

Stephen Voss
Legal

Jill Bottrall

Chris Daniels

Communications

Wildlife

Sheenagh Edwards
Accounting

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2021

6 7



Dogs and 
Puppies

Cats and 
Kittens Rabbits Birds Other Totals

Outcomes for Council, strays, surrenders

Adoption 658 2913 177 54 112 3914

Reclaim 713 138 1 10 2 864

Euthanised 88 456 8 20 3 575

Unassisted death 2 77 2 11 4 96

Transfer/Rescue/Release 121 12 2 100 14 249

Total 1582 3596 190 195 135 5698

Ambulance 

Adoption 39 429 11 229 61 769

Reclaim 52 72 5 11 5 145

Euthanised 11 181 4 32 13 241

Unassisted death 1 37 3 3 4 48

Transfer/Rescue/Release 17 23 - 154 28 222

Total 120 742 23 429 111 1425

Inspectorate

Adoption 246 339 43 27 22 677

Reclaim 64 12 - 2 - 78

Euthanised 42 49 2 10 7 110

Unassisted death 3 18 - 3 - 24

Transfer/Rescue/Release 46 15 - 13 18 92

Total 401 433 45 55 47 981

Dogs and 
Puppies

Cats and 
Kittens Rabbits Birds Other Totals

In care as at 30 June 2020 95 330 28 6 22 481

Total Live Intake 2171 4927 274 689 305 8366

Adoption 943 3681 231 310 195 5360

Reclaim 829 222 6 23 7 1087

Euthanised 141 686 14 62 23 926

Unassisted death 6 132 5 17 8 168

Transfer/Rescue/Release 184 50 2 267 60 563

Owner Requested Euthanasia 8 8 - 4 - 20

Total Outgoing 2111 4779 258 683 293 8124

Dead on arrival 6 41 - 28 7 82

In care as at 30 June 2021 155 478 44 12 34 723

ANIMAL  ANIMAL  
OUTCOMESOUTCOMES
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Transfer/ 
Rescue/Release 

7%

Reclaim 
13%

Adoption 
66%

Consolidated  
outgoing 
outcomes

8124

Euthanised
11%

Pest declared species - non 
native bird/rodent/animal 

1%

Behaviour 
55%

Medical - 
untreatable 
injury 
8%

Owner requested 
euthanasia
2%

Legal - Court or 
council order 

1%

Medical - 
untreatable 
illness 
32%

Consolidated  
euthanasia  

reasons
946

Please note, numbers may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

Adoptions Live release rate (%)

Unassisted 
death 

2%



Corporate supporters
Adelaide City Council 
Adelaide Digital Security 
Adelaide Electrical Repairs 
Adelaide OHS
Air Everywhere
All Systems Flow Adelaide
Beyond Bank 
Blackwood Hire
Clorox Australia Pty Ltd 
CME Group
CL Group 
Elanco
Entertainment Publication 
Harbour Town Adelaide
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Hoyts
Ken Hall Plumbers
KONG
Mitre 10 Glynde
MyTelco
Oh Crap Dog Poop Bags
On the Run (Peregrine 
Corporation) 
Pellet Mate 
Perpetual
Petbarn
Peter Alexander
Reece Plumbing
Rhode’s Free Range Eggs  
Rio Coffee  
Salute 
Showpony 
South Australia Police
Statewide Super 
The Dog and Cat Management 
Board of SA
UTECH Medical Device Pty Ltd

Vet clinics
Adelaide Birds and Exotics Vet 
Centre
Adelaide Vet

Adelaide Veterinary Specialist 
and Referral Centre
Animal Emergency Centre
Dr Mark Reeve and Tea Tree 
Gully Veterinary Hospital
Dr Mustafa Vet Clinic Whyalla
Dr Richard Savory
Dr Tony Read at Veterinary 
Ophthalmic Referrals 
Lincoln Veterinary Centre 
Seaton Vet Centre
Vets 4 Pets

RSPCA adoption partners
Hills Veterinary Centre 
Petstock Port Lincoln
Petbarns across Adelaide
Unley Vet Clinic

Grants and trust 
donations

The RALI Foundation for our 
AWARE Education Program   
The Winifred Violet Scott 
Charitable Trust for our AWARE 
Education Program  
The Lin Huddleston Charitable 
Foundation for our AWARE 
Education Program 
Department of Communities 
and Social Inclusion for our 
Volunteer Enhancement 
Program 
Perpetual Trustees for our 
AWARE Education Program 

In support of our Safe 
Kennels Emergency Boarding 
Program we would also like to 
acknowledge:
Department of Premier and 
Cabinet 
Fair World Foundation

Rescue and welfare 
groups
Adelaide Koala And Wildlife 
Hospital
Australian Marine Wildlife 
Research & Rescue Organisation 
Australian Working Dog Rescue 
Cat Adoption Foundation 
Dusty Paws Rescue
Fauna Rescue
Farmdogz Rescue 
Ferret Rescue (South) 
Freedom Hill Sanctuary 
German Shepherd Dog Rescue 
SA
Ginger Ninja Rescue 
Great Dane Rescue
Guardian Angel Animal Rescue 
Lincoln Park Horse and Human 
Rehabilitation Centre
Lost Dogs of Adelaide
Lost Pets of South Australia 
Leema Dog Rescue  
Minton Farm Native Animal 
Rescue Centre
Metropolitan Fire Service (MFS)
Native Animal Network 
Pawly Understood
Pug Patrol Rescue Australia 
Scruffalovers 
SOWFI
State Emergency Services (SES)
Windamere Horse Haven
YP Puppy Rescue

We’d like to say a heartfelt thank you to our generous donors and regular givers, who make our rescue and 
animal care work possible. We also gratefully acknowledge donations and services received from the following:

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

A huge thank you to our 2,194 dedicated & passionate volunteers. 
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We would like to thank and acknowledge our rescue, advocacy and welfare partners who join us 
in animal care throughout the state. We are proud to have a diverse and broad network of caring 
and supportive organisations help deliver the very best outcome for all creatures great and small.

Lincoln Park: Horse and Human 
Rehabilitation Centre 

Lincoln Park partner with RSPCA South 
Australia to take in real rescues that may have 
suffered neglect, abuse or come to RSPCA via 
seizures. At Lincoln Park they are rehabilitated 
using only gentle, natural horsemanship 
methods. This process is included in their 
therapy program for human clients who may 
benefit from equine therapy.

“Lincoln Park was established from a passion to 
help defence veterans and horses in need. After 
operating for a year we discovered that there 
was a need to help more than just veterans in 
the community and have expanded to include 
everyone that may benefit from equine therapy.
As a child of a Vietnam veteran I experienced 
first-hand the impact PTSD has on an individual 
and their family. It inspired me to help by using 
my passion and skills of rescuing horses in need 
for equine therapy.”
Sonya Little, Founder, Lincoln Park 

lincolnparkhhrc.com.au @LPHHRC @lincolnparkhorseand



DAVEY WAS ONE OF THE 5360 
ANIMALS ADOPTED IN FY21. 


