
Your support can help RSPCA South Australia 
continue to save more animals lives.

Support our 
Rescue Team
Increased animal cruelty reports and increased numbers  
of animals at our shelters means your help is needed to 
support our Animal Rescue Team. 



As CEO of RSPCA South Australia  
I cannot sit back and see this happen. 
My role is to make sure that RSPCA 
South Australia is here for all creatures 
great and small. We don’t want to 
have to make decisions about which 
animal receives treatment and which 
doesn’t. This is why your support 
is critical in our continued survival. 
RSPCA South Australia must be  
there for all animals. Each one must 
receive the care and attention they 
deserve, whether it is a stray waiting 
to be reclaimed by its owner, or a dog 
knocked down by a car needing urgent 
surgery, or a herd of livestock left to 
fend for themselves in a bushfire. 

These animals depend on us to  
be there for them; please can we 
depend on you to be there for them.”

TIM VASUDEVA 
CEO, RSPCA SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

“In an emergency, RSPCA South Australia has to respond quickly 
when animal’s lives are at risk. I know you expect us to do everything in 
our power to save an animal from cruelty and pain. We see horrific cases each 
day. Dogs left to starve, tied up in backyards with no water or shelter. Puppies 
with horrific injuries dumped on the side of the road because their owner 
could not afford to treat their skin condition. Helpless, abandoned neonate 
kittens meowing for their mother; needing intensive three hourly feeds and 
cuddles so they can grow strong and find loving homes. As well as animals 
impacted by events outside of human control, such as natural disasters.
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This increased number of desperate animals in need is putting a significant 

strain on our team, not just emotionally, but financially. 

The dramatic rise in neglected, abandoned, sick and injured animals means 

we have had to employ additional highly skilled Veterinarians and Specialist 

Veterinary Nurses to help us cope with the demand. 

Unlike other shelter and rescue groups we will nurse and care for any animal 

that comes to us. However as the demand for our care grows, so do our 

expenses. We are operating with an unsustainable deficit that continues to 

grow as the needs of these distressed animals grow.

We need your help more now than we ever have in the past. We urgently 

need your support so we can rescue, nurse, and rehabilitate these poor 

defenceless animals back to health.

RSPCA South Australia faces a huge struggle as the number of animal 

cruelty and rescue reports continues to surge. 

Last year alone we have seen an increase of 1,992 (24%) 
animals that required rigorous specialised veterinary care 
and lots of love and devotion. 

RSPCA South Australia will never turn away an animal. 

We are reaching out to you and the community to help  
us continue to save more animals in need. 

At a glance
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A few days later  
this brave little man was 
wagging his tail … ready  
for his new adoptive home.

Brave little puppies like Zero come to 

RSPCA South Australia needing urgent 

expert veterinary care every day. 

This poor little puppy was found 

wandering the streets and had a  

horrible, encrusted and ulcerated eye. 

He was in terrible pain. 

We brought him to see our skilled Vet 

team who assessed him and decided the 

best option was to remove his eye. 

A few days later Zero was wagging his 

tail with one sparkly eye ready for his 

new adoptive home.
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Our Vision 
and Mission

PREVENTION
RSPCA South Australia advocates for improved government animal welfare 

policies and legislation. We educate the community by leading public debate 

on all animal welfare issues. We develop and deliver education programs to 

schools, universities and community groups to improve the understanding of 

the Five Freedoms for Animals.

We influence attitudes and behaviour towards animals in a positive way. 

We campaign to highlight animal welfare issues to influence and enable 

community action and to change the regulatory and legislative environment 

which is intended to protect animals. 

PROTECTION OF ALL ANIMALS
RSPCA South Australia is entrusted by the South Australian Parliament  

to enforce the Animal Welfare Act 1985. We are the only dedicated  

Animal Welfare Agency with powers to enter a property and seize an  

animal that is being neglected or cruelly treated by its owner. 

RSPCA South Australia has legislative powers that enable us to gather 

evidence and prosecute cruel and neglectful owners in the courts. 

CARING FOR ALL ANIMALS
RSPCA South Australia has an open door policy at our shelters. No matter 

how unwell or injured an animal is we will never turn them away. We  

are committed to saving more lives and will always continue to seek  

innovative ways to care for animals that need our dedicated  

one-on-one attention. We have one of the best rehoming  

rates in Australia, and one of the lowest euthanasia rate of  

any animal shelter in Australia.  

Our Vision
Our Vision is a world where the community embraces  
and enables the Five Freedoms for Animals.

Our Mission
With the support of the community our mission is to support all creatures  
great and small through protection, intervention, advocacy, education and care.

FREEDOM  
FROM HUNGER 

AND THIRST

FREEDOM  
FROM 

DISCOMFORT

FREEDOM 
FROM PAIN, 
INJURY OR 
DISEASE

FREEDOM 
TO EXPRESS 

NORMAL 
BEHAVIOUR

FREEDOM  
FROM FEAR  

AND  
DISTRESS



6

We need to  
be in a position  
to provide all the  
care and attention  
each animal needs …

RSPCA South Australia recently seized 40 cattle from a property, 

11 of them young calves. Each of these animals required veterinary 

assessment and vaccinations. Many of them were severely 

underweight and had health issues such as skin problems that 

required special attention. When they had been vet assessed 

we had to transport them to their temporary home where they 

needed to be housed, watered and fed. Again all at a cost to 

RSPCA South Australia. But this is why we are here. 

As you can imagine we have limited space at our shelter and we 

need to be prepared for complex cases like this. Our team need to 

be prepared for any scenario and be ready to respond rapidly to 

changing conditions and situations. 

Sadly cases like this are not one-offs and we have to respond  

to these sorts of situations on a daily basis. Last week we had to 

rescue 14 emaciated horses and care for them. They also needed 

vet checks, vaccinations and specialised care. In 2013 we rescued 

150 dogs and puppies from a puppy farm. Again these poor 

defenceless animals needed the specialised skills, experience and 

care that only we can provide. Our expert team worked over a 

very hot weekend vet checking, weighing and transporting these 

animals so they could receive the care and love they needed. 

We reached out to our Facebook followers and found each and 

every one of these dogs and puppy’s new foster homes, giving 

us time to provide veterinary care and rehabilitation from a safe 

home environment, and to eventually find them loving homes.

RSPCA South Australia has to be there for these animals. We 

cannot and will not turn our backs on any animal in need. We 

need to be in a position to provide all the care and attention each 

animal needs, no matter how injured they are or how many there 

are. RSPCA South Australia needs to be there for all creatures 

great and small. 
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The problem

13/14 11/12 12/13 

4,740

2,656

CRUELTY  
REPORTS

2,496

AMBULANCE 
REPORTS

1,289

3,696

1,861

1. GROWING NUMBER OF CRUELTY AND RESCUE REPORTS: 

Last year saw a marked increase in the number of cruelty and rescue 

reports received by RSPCA South Australia. 

That’s an average of nearly 13 cruelty reports per day. 

An increase of more than 18% on the previous year or more than 

seven animal ambulance calls per day. 

To add to this our Rescue Team received 2,656 animal 
ambulance call outs. 

Our Inspectors have been stretched to the limit due 
to the increased demand, responding to 4,740 cruelty 
reports, an increase of 28% on the previous year. 



When we met Lulu late last year, she was 
suffering from severe untreated mange. 

She was depressed, swollen and had  
very little hair. 

Now, she is healthy, happy and completely 
transformed as you can see from her glossy 
black and white coat.  

Lulu was treated at our veterinary clinic before 
being placed in a foster home environment. 
There, she won the heart of her foster carer, 
Cheryl, who couldn’t resist adopting her.

“She is a very special girl,” Cheryl said. “She just 
fit in, right from day one. I guess she adopted us 

– isn’t that always the case? 

She taught me so much, because even when 
she was at her lowest, she would always wag 
her tail when she heard my voice. She showed 
such trust and strength and love to a person she 
didn’t know, after she’d already been through 
so much. She is a true fighter.”

Lulu’s former owners were prosecuted by 
RSPCA South Australia and convicted of failure 
to provide appropriate veterinary care.

Lulu was treated at our 
veterinary clinic before  
being placed in a foster  
home environment.
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The problem
RSPCA South Australia Rescue Team – 365 days a year, 24 hours 

a day our rescue team are there for all creatures great and small. No 

matter how big or small the job is our Animal Ambulances are ready 

to help distressed cats and dogs, birds and goats, and take them to 

the safety of our shelters or veterinary partners. Our dedicated rescue 

team are there to pluck kittens from behind chimney stacks, birds 

from goal post nets and countless animals from drains and freeways. 

On average our team are called out to seven animal ambulance call 

outs a day and with only five full time Rescue Officers our resources 

are in constant demand. 

Our Rescue Team is 100% funded by donations from 
the community. 

With 2,656 call outs last year – an increase of 18.6% 
compared with the previous year – our Rescue Team 
are more dependent than ever on your support. 

RSPCA South Australia Inspectorate – RSPCA South Australia 

is a non-government, community based charity that relies on the 

generosity of the community to survive. Our Inspectorate is the only 

agency in South Australia dedicated to enforcing the Animal Welfare 

Act 1985. We do this by working closely with South Australia Police, 

local councils, The Metropolitan Fire Service, SES, and Fauna Rescue  

as well as many other agencies engaged in animal protection. 

Whilst we receive some funding from the State Government this 

funding is limited and is for the specific purpose of enforcing the 

Animal Welfare Act 1985. 

This meant that RSPCA South Australia had to allocate significant 

resources in the form of community donations to this team to keep 

them on the road and help them enforce the Animal Welfare Act 1985. 

In fact due to the sheer volume and complexity of  
the reports, this government funding contributed  
less than 50% of the cost of running the Inspectorate 
division in the 2013/2014 financial year. 



“It makes me shudder 
when I think about what 
Kelly went through.”

Kelly – a beautiful chocolate Kelpie Cross – 

was tied up in an old shed. When she started 

moving – to the horror of our Inspectors they 

thought she was paralyzed. She was pulling 

herself along on her front legs, and dragging 

her back legs along the ground in the dirt. 

But worse was to come. 

Our Inspectors saw that right next to her 

there was this little puppy a tiny newborn. 

We just couldn’t believe that this poor dog, 

who couldn’t even walk, had given birth to a 

puppy. It was horrifying.

X-rays showed that Kelly had a broken pelvis 

and a dislocated hip. It was an old injury that 

hadn’t been treated, so she’d been in pain 

for months. RSPCA Senior Vet, Dr Brad Ward, 

who has seen all kinds of shocking injuries, 

said “It makes me shudder when I think 

about what Kelly went through. The pain of 

childbirth is bad enough at the best of times. 

Giving birth through a fractured pelvis must 

have been horrendous.”
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2. COMPLEX CASES:

Many cases involve animals that have not been provided with 

adequate food, shelter, or veterinary care. Many animals come to 

us severely malnourished through neglect. Many need months and 

months of intensive treatment, love and care by our team to get them 

on their paws again. Many cases are complex and each one is different 

with these neglected animals needing intensive veterinary treatment. 

This is disturbing for our Inspectorate and Rescue team as many 

of these animals have conditions that if treated early, would have 

prevented so much pain and discomfort.

Neglect continues to be at the heart of what our 
team see in the field every day. 

We are seeing more and more cases of animals  
with medical conditions that have been left untreated 
for lengthy periods of time. 

The problem 3. PEOPLE ARE CORE TO WHO WE ARE AS AN ORGANISATION:

Whilst RSPCA South Australia exists for the protection and care of all 

creatures great and small, we could not do this without people. 

Many of us think about our veterinary and shelter team, our vet 

nurses, veterinarians, animal behaviourists, foster and adoption 

teams and animal handlers – but they are just a small part of a wider 

team needed to help us operate as a successful charity. The behind 

the scenes team of staff and volunteers, include highly trained 

professionals in areas of law, fundraising, events, marketing, media, 

human resources and finance.

All our people, staff and volunteers are vital to our existence. 

Helping as many animals as we do comes at a price, but that price 

is worth it knowing that each and every animal that comes into 

our care is getting the best care from a highly skilled team. 

90% of our fundraising comes from the public so 
we need to fundraise to raise the millions of dollars 
required each year to fund our operations. 

People are key to our ability to help animals in need  
and highly skilled, dedicated, professional people 
come at a price. 
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Whilst the number of animals we care for can change from year to year 

– what is constant is the level of specialised care each individual animal 

needs to be nursed back to health. Our adoption rate has grown 

significantly in the last two years as RSPCA South Australia protects, 

cares for and rehomes more animals into loving forever homes.   

Over the past year we have taken in almost 2,000 (24%) more 

animals into our care compared with the year before. We adopted 

over 1,300 more animals and placed 500 more animals with rescue 

groups. We put over 1,300 more animals through our foster care 

program, desexed almost 1,000 more animals, and responded to 

over 1,500 more cruelty complaints, ambulance and rescue call-outs.

This is why we need you to support one of our Animal 
Rescue Teams so we can keep our commitment to 
never turning away a poor defenceless animal in need. 

The need

2012/13

39.8%

2013/14

44.8%

ADOPTION  
RATE

2013/14

24.4%

2012/13

32.1%

EUTHANASIA 
RATE

OUR CONSOLIDATED 
ANIMAL OUTCOMES

13/14 11/12 12/13 

$678,671

10,418

4,252

TOTAL  
VETERINARY COSTS

$270,000

TOTAL ANIMALS 
CARED FOR

9,040

ADOPTIONS

2,716

$358,192

8,426

2,928



Like many of the animals RSPCA South Australia cares for, Brian had  
a tough start to life. He was one of three tiny puppies found beside 
train tracks. We are unsure of how or why they came to be there.

By the time Brian was rescued, both his siblings had tragically been hit 
and killed by a train. He came into our care as a terrified 12-week-old, 
in poor health and needing life-saving medical treatment. His treatment  
included vaccinations, desexing and specialist medication for an 
infection which affected his breathing.

Our staff decided it was in Brian’s best interests to place him into our 
foster care program, where he spent the next month recuperating as 
well as being socialised.

We were thrilled when Brian was adopted. He is doing  
brilliantly with his new forever mum Brie and has found  
a new playmate in Whisky, the Maltese cross.

How you can help

It costs $100,000 to keep an RSPCA South Australia Rescue 
Officer on the road for a year (including salaries, vehicles 
and uniforms). That’s $415 per working day.
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•	 	In	2013/2014	our	Rescue	Officers	attended	2,656	call-outs.

•	 That’s	over	530	call-outs	per	Rescue	Officer	in	just	one	year.

•	 	That’s	530	sick,	injured	or	abandoned	animals	in	need,	 

with no one else to care for them – all reliant on one person.

HOW LONG CAN YOU KEEP A RESCUE OFFICER ON THE ROAD?

 $830 = 2 days = 3 animals

 $2,075 = 1 week = 10 animals

 $8,300 = 1 month = 43 animals

 $24,900 = 3 months = 130 animals

 $49,800 = 6 months = 261 animals

 $99,600 = 12 months = 530 animals
13

Cost to RSPCA 
South Australia

Number of days we can keep 
a Rescue Officer on the road

Number of animals 
we can rescue



Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(South Australia) Inc. 

RSPCA South Australia
ABN: 60 740 135 753

Charitable Institution with Deductible Gift Recipient status

PO Box 2122, Adelaide

South Australia 5001

1300 4 777 22

www.rspcasa.org.au

Tim Vasudeva, CEO
08 8205 8091 

tvasudeva@rspcasa.org.au

Martin Carolan, Development Manager
08 8205 8011

mcarolan@rspcasa.org.au

Help us save 
more animals 
in need.


